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3rd Grade – Oil Pastel Sunflowers Lesson  
 

 
 
Illinois State Standards Met By the Lesson Objectives: 
26.A.4 Demonstrate the safe and responsible use of materials when creating 2-D or 3-D work 
26.B.1 Select and skillfully use a variety of materials, mixed media, and tools to create a composition 
containing subject matter (e.g., figures, landscape, still life). 
 
Common Core Goals Met By the Lesson Objectives: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 
explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in 
respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
Objectives: 
Students will be able to: 

• Draw sunflowers, a vase and a table 
• Skillfully use a variety of materials to create a composition containing subject matter 
• Demonstrate the use of oil pastels in a safe and responsible manor 

 
Concepts/Vocabulary: 
Still Life: a work of art depicting inanimate subject matter, typically commonplace objects. 
Mixed Media: an artwork in the making of which more than one medium is used. 
 
Materials: 

 12” x 18” white drawing paper 
 Pencils 
 Erasers 
 Rulers 
 Black Tempera Paint 
 Elmer’s Glue 
 Squeeze bottles for black glue (optional) 
 Class Pack of Oil Pastels 

Lesson Taught by: Katie Stuart 
Grade: 3rd Grade 
Length: 4 – 60 Minute Classes 
 
 



Procedure:  
Day 1: The teacher will read “Camille and the Sunflowers” by Laurence Anholt. Students will be 
asked guided questions, most importantly emphasizing the artist, Vincent Van Gogh. The teacher 
will demonstrate drawing the vase, table and sunflowers in pencil. **See attached handout for 
visual instructions on pg. 4** Students will complete drawing their vases, tables and sunflowers 
in pencil. 
 
Day 2: The teacher will demonstrate tracing sunflowers, vase and table lines with black glue. 
**Black glue is a mixture of 1 part black tempera paint and 2 parts glue. Students will complete 
tracing their drawings with black glue and place them on the drying rack to dry.  
 
Day 3: The teacher will demonstrate coloring the flowers using oil pastels, emphasizing the need 
to press hard while coloring to create bright colors. The order for coloring is as follows: yellow-
petals, brown-circles, green-stems. The teacher will encourage students to be creative as they 
color their vases and tables. It helps to give students ideas (stripes, polka dots, rainbow, patterns, 
etc…). Students will use oil pastels to complete coloring their flowers, vases and tables.  
 
Day 4: The teacher will demonstrate completing a self-assessment rubric for the project. Students 
will complete a self-assessment form and turn in their projects.  
 
Assessments: **RUBRIC ATTACHED** When students turn in their projects at the end of this 
four-day lesson, they will be evaluated out of 2 points on each of the following criteria for a total 
of 10 points:  

1. I drew four sunflowers, a vase and a table.  
2. I outlined my entire drawing using black glue. 
3. I completed coloring my sunflowers, vase and table using oil pastels.  
4. Quality: No black glue smears, bright colors used 
5. Effort: Good use of class time, exhibited patience, and respected my teacher, my 

classmates, and my materials while completing this project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



How to Draw Sunflowers in a Vase 
 

 



Student Work Images: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
Oil Pastel Sunflowers Rubric (Self-Assessment)          Name _________________________    
 
Grading Scale: 

0 = Sad 1 = Average 2 = Excellent 
 

Criteria:                           
I drew four sunflowers, a vase and a table.  
 

 
             /2        

I outlined my entire drawing using black glue. 
 

 
             /2        

I completed coloring my sunflowers, vase and table using oil pastels.  
 

 
             /2        

Craftsmanship: No black glue smears, bright colors used  
             /2        

Effort: Good use of class time, exhibited patience, and respected my 
teacher, my classmates, and my materials while completing this 
project 

 
             /2        

Total Points                      /10 
 
Additional Student Comments: 
 
 
 
 
Oil Pastel Sunflowers Rubric (Teacher Assessment)          Name _________________________    
 
Grading Scale: 

0 = Sad 1 = Average 2 = Excellent 
 

Criteria:                           
I drew four sunflowers, a vase and a table.  
 

 
             /2        

I outlined my entire drawing using black glue. 
 

 
             /2        

I completed coloring my sunflowers, vase and table using oil pastels.  
 

 
             /2        

Craftsmanship: No black glue smears, bright colors used  
             /2        

Effort: Good use of class time, exhibited patience, and respected my 
teacher, my classmates, and my materials while completing this 
project 

 
             /2        

Total Points                      /10 
 
Additional Teacher Comments: 
 


